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Our magazine grows to 32 pages with this 
issue . . . Rabbi Lee J. Levinger, who was an 
army chaplain in World War I, is the author of 
History of the Jews in the U. S. . . . Assembly- 
man Morris M. Mintz has fought vigorously for 
anti-discrimination laws in the the N. Y. State 
legislature . . . Harold Weisberg is a research 
writer in Washington and has published in na- 
tional magazines . . . Judge Samuel S. Leibowitz, 
famous for his participation in the Scottsboro 
Case, was one of the country’s outstanding 
criminal lawyers before his election to the 
bench . . . Leo Broches has translated from 
several languages for some years . . . Hya Ehren- 
burg, Soviet writer, is the ace correspondent 


on the Eastern front . . . Franz Weiskopf was 
one of the outstanding novelists of Czechoslo- 
vakia before his flight from Hitler. His novel. 
Dawn Breaks, appeared recently. . . . J. Levy’s 
article is his last for a time. He enters the 
army soon. . . . 

No prizes were awarded in oiir Short Story 
Contest in accordance with the opinion of the 
judges that no story submitted was sufficiently 
meritorious. 
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Make it a FELONY 

by THE HON. SAMUEL S. LEIBOWITZ 

County Judge of Kings County, JV. Y. 

T HE practitioners of race hatred are the 
Capones and Dillingers of our social and 
political life today. These bigots and haters are 
a thousand times more insidious and dangerous 
to our national life than the gangsters who have 
been executed all these years in the death 
chambers of our prisons. 

Yet these criminals cannot be jailed under 
our present laws. In most states they cannot 
even be fined. I am happy that, with the sighing 
of the recent anti-discrimination bills in New 
York State, race hatred must now pay even a 
small penalty for refusing employment in lim- 
ited industries. 

But I am perturbed by the ever-present 
thought that through most of our nation the 
haters are free to spread their poison unmo- 
lested, uninterrupted. 

The thief and the gunman, the murderer and 
the pickpocket is jailed and scorned. The in- 
finitely more harmful spreader of race hatred 
is under no such penalty. 

Discrimination should be made a felony. Its 
practice should be outlawed. Its perpetrators 
should be held up to public scorn and be forced 
to pay a penalty for their gangsterism not 
merely against individuals but against every 
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individual in our nation. 

That is the way discrimination appears to me. 

I know that the thought is often expressed, and 
though unexpressed it is cherished by too many 
of our citizens, that anti-Semitism or anti- 
Negroism or anti-Catholicism or anti-Protestant- 
ism hurt only the members of those groupsi This 
evasion, nurtured by the proponents of dis- 
crimination, enables otherwise conscientious, 
thoughtful men and women to comfort them- 
selves with the notion that, after all, only a few 
are hurt, most of us are free. 

But in truth discrimination is like a lump of 
oozy mud which, flung against a wall, spatters 
back and besmirches every person in the ' vici- 
nity. The Jews, Negroes, Catholics and Protest- 
ants are the wall. But in the vicinity is all of 
America. 

This . is the danger. Immediately and most . 
directly the minorities suffer from the activities 
of the Ku Klux Klan and the anti-Semites and 
bigots of other groups. But no American escapes 
the imminent peril flaring from such actions. 
Discrimination is an acid that eats away at the 
very vitals of our way of life, that rots the 
foundation of democracy. And if democracy 
should weaken and perish the very haters would 
themselves perish. 

The bills in New York and the recent New 
Jersey bill which make a misdemeanor of 
discrimination in hiring in war industry and 
public works are creditable steps in the right 
direction. They are not enough. They are only 
a beginning. Federal legislation is the urgent 


need. Teeth are needed to enforce those anti- 
discrimination measures which are already law 
but are, it seems, already forgotten. 

I am the author of a bill passed some years 
ago by the New York legislature. The bill, in- 
troduced by former Assemblyman Helfand, 
prohibited non-sectarian institutions of learn- 
ing from excluding qualified students for reason 
of race, color or creed. The bill is not being 
enforced. Quotas still exist. Like most such bills 
of recent years, that one needs teeth. 

I advocate federal legislation because I am 
convinced that only one law for the entire na- 
tion and behind that law the single, indisput- 
able authority of the federal government, can 
enforce measures to end discrimination. This is 
attested by the effectiveness of the President’s 
Fair Employment Practice Committee which is, 
without the weapon of special legislation, al- 
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